
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
AUDITIONS 
No. 3 Cello  

PREPARED EXCERPTS 
(revised October 2025) 



 



 

 
CONTENTS 

 
ROUND ONE – Both excerpts to be presented 
• BRAHMS : Symphony, No. 2 in D Major, Op. 73 

Opening (first 15 bars) of slow movement 
• MacMILLAN: Confessions of Isobel Gowdie  

Bars 104-112 (inclusive)  
 
 
ROUND TWO – Please prepare all excerpts 
 
Obligatory Excerpt 
• ELGAR: In the South, Op.50 

Opening (end Downbeat of bar 29) 
List A – 1 to be requested by panel 
• HOLST : Suite for Large Orchestra, ‘ The Planets’ 

Movement 3, Mercury, the winged messenger: Bars 189-235 (figures VII-IX)  
• SMETANA: The Bartered Bride: Overture  

Cello I, from beginning until figure ‘A’ 
• BEETHOVEN: Symphony, no 8, in F Major, Op 93 

Trio from 3rd Movement. 
List B – 1 to be requested by panel 

• STRAUSS: Ein Heldenleben, Op. 40 
Fig. ‘9’ until 2 bars after fig ‘13’ [Lebhaft bewegt.] 

• STRAUSS: Don Quixote 
Variation 2, 3 solo celli part. 

• STRAUSS: Also Sprach Zarathustra, Op. 30 
Four bars before fig. ‘3’ until fig. ‘5’. 

List  C – 1 to be requested by panel  
• PROKOFIEV: Romeo & Juliet: Suite No.2, Op.64b 

Movement 3, Friar Laurence (complete) 
• SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 5 in D Minor, Op. 47 

Movement 3, Largo. Fig. 89 until fig. 93. 
• VERDI: REQUIEM, Op. 63 

No.3 Offertorium: first 29 Bars.  
List  D – Both to be played  

• ROSSINI: William Tell Overture 
Opening Cello 1 solo. 

• BRAHMS: Piano Concerto No. 2, Op.83 
Movement 3, all 1st cello solos. 



 

ROUND ONE 
 
 

BRAHMS: Symphony No. 2, Op. 73 
Opening (first 15 bars) of slow movement 

   



 

 
MacMILLAN: Confessions of Isobel Gowdie 

Bars 104-112(inclusive) [Largo, minim = 48] 

 



 



 

 
ROUND TWO 

 
Obligatory Excerpt 

 
 
ELGAR: In the South, Op.50 

Opening (end on downbeat of bar 29) 



 



 

 
LIST A 

 
HOLST : Suite for Large Orchestra, ‘ The Planets’ 

Movement 3, Mercury, the winged messenger:  
Bars 189-235 (figures VII-IX) [Vivace, con sord.] 



 

 
SMETANA: The Bartered Bride: Overture 

‘Cello I, from beginning until figure ‘A’ 
 

 
 



 



 

 
 

Beethoven: Symphony No. 8, Op.93 
3rd movement, Trio only 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

LIST B 
 

STRAUSS: Ein Heldenleben, Op. 40 
Fig. ‘9’ until 2 bars after fig ‘13’ [Lebhaft bewegt.] 

 

 
 
 



 

 
STRAUSS: Don Quixote 

Variation 2, 3 solo celli part. 

 
STRAUSS: Also Sprach Zarathustra, Op. 30 

Four bars before Fig. ‘3’ until fig ‘5’. 
 



 

 

 



 

LIST C 
 

PROKOFIEV: Romeo & Juliet: Suite No.2, Op.64b 
Movement 3, Friar Laurence (complete) 
 

 



 

 

 



 

SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 5 in D Minor, Op. 47 
Movement 3, Largo.  
Fig. 89 until fig. 93. 

 

 



 

 
 
VERDI: REQUIEM, Op. 63 

No.3 Offertorium: first 29 Bars.  

 
 



 

 
LIST D 

 
ROSSINI: William Tell Overture 

Opening Cello 1 solo 

 
 



 

BRAHMS: Piano Concerto No. 2 
3rd Movement, all 1st cello solos 

 

 
(continues) 



 

 
 



 

 


