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Welcome to the Royal 
Irish Academy of Music
We offer gifted artists a nurturing musical 
education in one of Europe’s oldest and most 
prestigious conservatoires. RIAM is an associate 
college of Trinity College Dublin (TCD). Our 
students enjoy an intimate conservatoire 
experience with major university perks. 

The RIAM provides individually tailored and industry-focussed 
music education in Ireland's newest campus in the heart of 
Dublin. 
Students enjoy unparalleled performance opportunities and 
the most one-to-one tutor hours of any music conservatory in 
Europe.

I chose RIAM because of the
incredible Faculty who always
want the very best for each
and every student. Due to
RIAM's smaller class sizes
you get more one-to-one time
with your teacher, and more
performance opportunities,
which is invaluable.
Tara McNeill, Celtic Woman
Violinist



WELCOME STRINGS FACULTY
Welcome to the String faculty performance programmes here at the Royal Irish Academy of Music, 
where we combine traditional values of musical artistic excellence with a creative and holistic approach 
to learning. Our vision is to help you grow into a confident, innovative, communicative and expressive 
musician. Our dynamic undergraduate and postgraduate performance degrees have been specifically 
designed to set you on the path to a successful and sustainable performance career in the 21st century.

Principal Study is the core area for your technical, musical and professional development with a 
generous 2 hours of individual tuition each week to support and nurture you to reach your full potential. 
Our students are encouraged to perform as much as possible with a diverse and creative range of 
competitions and concert opportunities. Feedback at weekly performance classes, repertoire sessions, 
audition training and screened auditions will prepare you with the skills you need to successfully thrive 
in the profession. Our outstanding teaching faculty are drawn from members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra Ireland, RTÉ Concert Orchestra, Ulster Orchestra, Irish Chamber Orchestra, Irish Baroque 
Orchestra, and Crash Ensemble. In addition to this, you will also have access to multiple chamber 
music coaches, performance class tutors, leading visiting artists in masterclasses and workshops, 
accompanists, and sectional tutors. 

Collaborative playing is at the heart of music making here and our string players participate in a wide 
range of chamber music, orchestral, opera and collaborative projects. RIAM’s high-profile chamber 
music festival, ChamberFest Dublin is an important focus of the year, offering students experience 
performing in a professionally produced festival. In the Performance Spotlight Weeks, students work 
on intensive orchestral projects with internationally renowned conductors, reflecting a week-long 
professional orchestral experience. In addition, our RIAM Holistic programme provides the all-round 
training required to develop creative, rewarding, portfolio careers, making RIAM an ideal place to 
study. 

Our RIAM Strings Alumni currently hold prestigious positions in ensembles and artistic organisations 
all around the world. 

As Head of Strings, I am here to answer any queries you may have. I look forward to hearing from you at 
dianedaly@riam.ie

Professor Diane Daly, Head of Strings

Professor Diane Daly  PhD, MA, PGDip, BMus

Head of Strings  
Diane is a violinist, educator and innovator. She made her debut as 
a soloist with the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra at the age of 13, and has 
toured internationally as a soloist and chamber musician with ensembles 
including The Academy of St Martin in the Fields. She has been a member 
of the Irish Chamber Orchestra since 1997 and is in demand as a chamber 
musician, director and improviser at prestigious festivals at home and 
abroad. She enjoys devising her own work, and has been invited to direct 

world premieres of works by many leading Irish composers including Sam Perkins, Linda Buckley 
and Deirdre Gribbin. In other genres she has performed and recorded alongside many of the 
biggest names in rock and leads her own gypsy jazz trio. She is a qualified Dalcroze Eurhythmics 
teacher and in recent years became Europe’s first accredited string playing Body-Mapper. Her 
IRC scholarship funded doctoral research was awarded the inaugural Aloys Fleischmann prize 
for outstanding practice based research in developing the concepts of embodiment, presence, 
creativity and connection in string playing.
www.dianedaly.com
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Viola
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Hugh Murray
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Double Bass
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Cello

Dominic Dudley
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Ailbhe McDonagh
Cello

Sarah Sew 
Violin & Head of 
Chamber Music
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Study in Dublin

Dublin is the capital of Ireland and, post-Brexit, is the only English-speaking 
country in the Eurozone. With a city population of about 1.7 million, Dublin is 
known for the friendliness of its people, the beauty of its 18th and 19th century 
architecture which sits happily beside more daring and modern urban buildings, 
and its appreciation of the arts. The city is home to tons of wonderful museums 
and galleries – many of which are free to visit. 

If you decide to study in Dublin, you won’t be alone. The city is home to thousands 
of students from all over the world. According to the Irish Universities Association, 
more than 32,000 international students currently study in Ireland.

Full-time RIAM students have full access to Trinity College Dublin’s library, 
gyms, and impressive 120+ societies and clubs. You can have the university social 
experience, combined with the intensity of the conservatoire education. From arts, 
culture, politics and debating to gaming, advocacy and music, you are sure to find 
your niche.
For in-house social events and gatherings, the RIAM Student Union plan 
everything from Hallowe’en & Christmas parties to end of term celebrations. 
Through RIAMSU activities, our students attend concerts and performances, meet 
up, socialise, stay connected and enjoy student life in one of the most vibrant 
capital cities in Europe.

Access Course
A 1-year programme for gifted 
instrumentalists to take a gap year 
between secondary school (high 
school) and your bachelor’s degree. 

Expert tuition on your instrument 
is combined with history of music, 
composition, and aural training to 
give you the tolls and experience to 
become a fully rounded performing 
musician who can confidently 
progress onto further study, such as 
the RIAM BMus 4-year programme. 
Access Course is the perfect place to 
hone your skills in a supportive and 
creative environment. 

Bachelor in Music
Our 4-year Bachelor programme is 
the only BMus in Europe that offers 
two hours of one-to-one tuition per 
week and has been recently updated 
to ensure it is a flexible degree 
designed for modern performers 
and composers. 

BMus blends principal 
instrumental study with weekly 
string orchestra and chamber 
sessions, incredible and diverse 
performance opportunities, regular 
masterclasses, academic studies 
and career-skills to equip you with 
all the experience needed to reach 
your full potential as a professional 
musician and/or composer. 

Diploma in Music Teaching 
& Performance
Train full-time over 1-year to a 
high level in performance and 
pedagogy, allowing you to teach your 
instrument while gaining a wide 
musical knowledge in performance 
and musicianship. 

This diploma can act as a direct 
pathway to year 2 of BMus study, or 
as a qualification for postgraduate 
students who didn’t specialise 
in music performance to join the 
Master in Music Performance 
programme. 

Programmes

Undergraduate 

Postgraduate 
Master in Music 
Performance
A 2-year programme for students 
with a Bachelor's degree who 
have achieved a high level of 
technical and musical skills in their 
undergraduate studies and wish to 
further specialise in instrumental 
performance. 

This dynamic course has been 
specifically designed to set you 
on the path to a sustainable and 
fulfilling performance career in the 
21st century, combining principal, 
holistic and academic studies with 
additional solo and collaborative 
performances. 

Doctor in Music 
Performance
The 4-year Doctor in Music 
Performance degree, for students 
with a Master's degree, provides 
a qualification of prestige and 
excellence in musical performance 
and research. 

The key distinguishing feature of 
the DMusPerf is that it is intended 
to enable candidates to make a 
contribution to the advancement of 
knowledge of professional practice 
in their own field of music. 

Recital Artist 
Diploma
Running from one to three years, the 
RIAM Recital Artist Diploma allows 
postgraduate students to immerse 
themselves in a performance-based 
programme without academic 
classes. This gives you the flexibility 
to decide how long you wish to 
undertake the course for, depending 
on your musical goals. 

Develop advanced technique to 
perform demanding musical 
repertoire to a professional standard 
with confidence and sense of 
individual artistry.

https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/access-course
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/bachelor-in-music-bmus
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/diploma-in-music-teaching-and-performance
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/diploma-in-music-teaching-and-performance
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/mmusperf
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/mmusperf
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/dmusperf-doctor-in-music-performance
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/dmusperf-doctor-in-music-performance
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/recital-artist-diploma
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/full-time/recital-artist-diploma
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Unparalleled Performance 
Opportunities

RIAM Philharmonia 
This busy 60-member ensemble performs regularly with an exciting 
repertoire that mixes orchestral standards with world and Irish 
premieres of both contemporary and rediscovered works. It has a 
growing reputation that attracts distinguished guest conductors from 
all over the world, including Kenneth Montgomery, Gerhard Markson, 
Andrew Mogrelia, Atso Almila, Michel Galante, Gerhard Markson, 
Christian Curnyn, Mihhail Gerts & Chloé van Soeterstède.

•	 Click to view Mozart: Symphony No 38 in D major
•	 Wagner: Siegfried Idyll
•	 Ravel: Le Tombeau de Couperin

RIAM Opera Orchestra
Our critically-acclaimed, fully-staged annual opera features 
singing & orchestral students from all courses performing to 
sold-out audiences in venues across Dublin. 

With a professional conductor, director and design team, the 
RIAM Opera is a challenging and inspirational experience for all 
performers. RIAM believes in offering its students opportunities 
that mirror real-life professional experience. 

ChamberFest 
ChamberFest Dublin is an annual festival featuring over 40 chamber 
music groups in 15+ concerts in multiple venues across Dublin. 

The programming of ChamberFest Dublin is a collaborative process, 
with students forming their own chamber music groups, researching 
and choosing repertoire under the mentorship of their coaches.

Click to view Signum Quartet Masterclasses at ChamberFest 2022

Performance Classes & Masterclasses
Weekly performance classes allow students to practice the art of 
performance in a supportive and collaborative space. RIAM Students 
enjoy regular masterclasses with internationally renowned visiting 
artists, tackling challenging and diverse repertoire with some of the 
world's most experienced artists, including most recently Henning 
Kraggerud, Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Plínio Fernandes and Maighréad 
Mc Crann.

RIAM Baroque String Ensemble
The Baroque Ensemble is a dynamic string ensemble that delves 
into baroque music using both modern and baroque instruments. 
Under the direction of Claire Duff, it interprets this music with 
historical insight, exploring expressive techniques like rhetoric, 
ornamentation, and speaking with the bow. The students develop a 
deep understanding of bass lines and harmonies and learn to bring 
this wonderful repertoire freshly to life.

Click to view RIAM/Irish Baroque Orchestra Side-by-Side 
Performance Project. 

RIAM Chamber Orchestra
The RIAM Chamber Orchestra, directed by Head of Strings, Diane 
Daly, focuses on imbuing the core chamber orchestral repertoire 
with creativity, connection and joy. This innovative ensemble explores 
new approaches to practice and performance, incorporating 
improvisation, memorisation, movement and lighting One of the 
key aims of the ensemble is to provide musicians with the flexible 
outlooks and adaptable skills to flourish in an ever changing music 
profession.

•	 Click to view Shostakovich Chamber Symphony in C Minor
•	 Mozart Divertimento No.3 in F Major
•	 ‘Balance’ devised & created by the RIAM Chamber Orchestra
•	 Tchaikovsky: Serenade for Strings

https://youtu.be/E1q1AdqJE8E?feature=shared&t=1382
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IT0LxXc-xoM
https://youtu.be/cUFUzRGPGec?feature=shared&t=236
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zGNE3wPEZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH7K_cOfiaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH7K_cOfiaI
https://youtu.be/8NyRE8gUg-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK7EsKBRuf8
https://youtu.be/P9vTtHG2JLY?feature=shared&t=191
https://youtu.be/jL0tI8XL12Y?feature=shared&t=1166
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RIAM Scholarships 
The Royal Irish Academy of Music is committed to supporting talented students 
in achieving their full artistic potential. Each year, RIAM allocates a generous 
budget for scholarships and bursaries, awarded on the basis of musical excellence 
demonstrated at audition and, where applicable, financial need.

These awards are designed to recognise outstanding ability and to assist students 
in pursuing their studies at Ireland’s National Music Conservatoire.

BVOF/RIAM NEXT GENERATION AWARDS
Blackwater Valley Opera Festival and the Royal Irish Academy of Music recently 
launched a transformative new music prize to support the studies of two master's 
students every year at Ireland's National Music Conservatoire.

The largest bursary of its kind in Ireland, each year the BVOF/RIAM Next Generation 
Awards select one vocal studies student and one instrumental student to each 
receive €20,000. This new award assists each winner in completing their two-year 
Master in Music Performance programme. 

Find out more at riam.ie/degrees-programmes/scholarships-bursaries-third-level

FEES

For latest fees, please refer to specific course pages on riam.ie 

Ireland's Oldest 
Conservatoire,
Ireland's Newest 

The new world-class RIAM campus opened 
in January 2023, doubling the number of 
teaching and practice rooms, providing new 
and enhanced facilities; creating a space for 
collaboration and creativity to flourish.

Ireland’s new home for music education.

300 SEAT WHYTE RECITAL HALL
The Whyte Recital Hall is the first concert hall in Ireland primarily devoted to 
chamber music and small ensembles. Its state-of-the-art acoustics and design 
match the highest international standards. From a student perspective, the 
opportunity to perform in a venue of this quality is unsurpassed.

VERSATILE VERNON STUDIO
The Vernon Studio is a large ensemble studio space with floor measurements to match 
a typical stage and a ceiling height to optimise acoustics to provide a stunning home 
for opera and orchestral rehearsals and performances on site. The flexible space also 
caters for yoga, movement workshops, masterclasses, launches and social events. 

MODERN SONIC ARTS HUB & COMPOSITION LAB
The bespoke Sonic Arts Hub & Composition Labs include state-of-the-art 
recording equipment and all the latest technology to develop student skills and 
facilitate next generation electro-acoustic composition.

PLENTIFUL PRACTICE & REHEARSAL ROOMS
The newly redeveloped campus features double the amount of rehearsal and 
practice rooms as before, which can be booked by students online using Asmit, 
RIAM's room management software.  

PENTHOUSE LIBRARY & RESEARCH HUB
The new RIAM Penthouse Library overlooks Dublin City Centre and provides a vital 
resource for researchers, practitioners and students. It is a cutting-edge learning hub 
for our full-time graduate-level students and, for junior students, a bespoke ‘zoned area’ 
for homework and private study.

http://riam.ie/degrees-programmes/scholarships-bursaries-third-level
https://www.riam.ie/degrees-programmes/


Contact us

For any application questions, please 
contact thirdlevel@riam.ie.

The RIAM Admissions Team are here to help with any queries you 
may have.

#IamRIAM

 

                       

@RIAMDublin

Royal Irish Academy of Music

36/38 Westland Row,
Dublin 2,
Ireland.

Tel 00 3531 6325300

Email info@riam.ie

www.riam.ie

I loved my time at the RIAM. There was such a great energy in
the building and I still get goosebumps when I walk through
that iconic front door on Westland Row. I found it a hugely
inspiring experience and being part of the RIAM family 
definitely
ignited my passion for orchestral playing.
Sarah Quinn
Sub-Principal Second Violin and Chair of the Board,
London Symphony Orchestra


