F 2 @) o)
2026-202755+his [E)IER] EFs{EHtks:
ECHOES OF A CENTURY

The 15" Rivers Awards International Composition Competition (RACC) 2026-2027

% F5.  Competition Rules & Regulations

*93: LBEFZER
Host: Shanghai Conservatory of Music (SHCM)

&I} LESEFRFEEREER

Organizer: The Composition and Conducting Department of SHCM



rips 5K

SHANGHAI CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC




2026-202758 1w (A3 EpsfEihkbss O

— el

A AR T S N ARBE QU T 19274F, VR SR — P R AR RN, 202748

WEERIAAE, K2 CEAERE
(SR (T

AR BRI ZME N INEIRAER; SO E 2O P RE  S B TR AR R R $TiE
T O R T8 o

2026-202755FFp [ @22 ] EFRVEMMELSE” |, THR2ERIEEE

i ALK
Fipe EHEEIRRE
RN BiEEIRABE EISE R
PP ENAMEAIEINA . f8ER . HER . BB SN

=, HSEEOR
L ARSI . s O Rl, SHEEEARE | R Wk, VEIEARHETE, EAEZIAREG. [
I, SAiEE20274F BEE RSB EAE, JHESIR L EEIEIIEE, TR LL T EEh R E
SRR (20K .
Rl =R E VRS ORI WHHED

Fs {ERRATRR i5:HE
B A1-1 (ENERRER) (1927-1929) s
BifeFI-2 (IRIEY  (1929) =
BiHfEFI -3 (WErEE) (1934) BT

2. ZPER . ARLWIEANEGR A9 ST EM R TCEFENHX RS, FRACH40EZ LT (19864F
THTHDUGEIA) o BARIER 1 EM.

3. PEREDR:

(1) VERAUHARNIRR], RiEDAEERA R (BREL ., 5L, hm%) .

(2) “feEfEs” SRR HTE, SHERISEE T FESA ALl .

(3) VEMBTE: 10-154341, HIERBRIFE/ESRRTTER .

(4) Gk ZER: MERAUHAE S =gl S 2 RBmVE CEhzilh) |, ckhbhZih, WACh—
b E RGES R ZE (PTEElGR . R, Tl W&, 4, HURESRWMHMAL) 58 9% RnE, A%
22 LR Gl B ARG o

RIRBAZmIE BT

AREH: 3333 WA 4331

TR s (L) o FRTESR (A0)

UREE (1) 4HEE (1)

TEIRA . 14.12.10.8.6

4. AR

TS (R TheA ) - Aedfs HIan, BLUTek: (1) —iEmi iR (PDRIES) , &
W4 (2) ~(rETHAES N 2EEZANMATE;  (3) —KIEWIEER R (4) sk
BB IES I (25 A ) A, DS 0% 2% 21): racc@shemusic.edu.cn

5.8 HW: 20264F10HOH (2T T5:002 85, BHRAEI LS ERE N . Wissihsa
fEfIEEN), SPEE SHICIVATILR,

6. HAistml: AFFE L. EHREREIIUHSTEE (AL FRSNGARAENSTE) . &
FEVERHh BT, A TIRIE,



{ g kil B HL y-liR A ]
Bggibht. BT BHES20S, RIS IRFBAEMSIER (SE=2aEA212)
SrTm [ ENEE ] ERER LT AE
HL MR : racc@shcmusic.edu.cn
ENZZME: https://www.riversawards.cn
kg : 200031
RN B

VY. PEEIpik
LAHIEL TR AN IE, SFESSS 9 S i T E AL .
2. HARZeHE:
(1) 20264F10HOH : 4k
(2) 20264F10 H18HZ /. S5—4eiFik (HEE10BNEIES )
(3) 20264F11 H _FHRSYR S R0 45 40k (IRBARZS, #kodlegeleim)
(4) 20274F9 H-11H: Hegg (RFEERS, TEREH6MEMIZINEL )
3330
AT . iS4 254 =Z5s. iFERsa, REEER4
(1) Hamideeg
—50 GRATSOWETZIEE) « 12,000.005E70
AR (RATSOWETRZER) ¢ 5,000.003570
= GRAZSOWEZZY) « 2,000.003E5T
iFs (RATRSAWERATE) © 1,000.00E50
(2) FEmEm
SRAVEREE (FRAHBAWERZE:) © 1,000.00370
W I SRR SRS R T B RE o
(VU EZATIER, AP ETR™irE . SUSiE, ARIESbRIEsAmPEImnT Lisssl, )
[ B ] HFTos 5B BT e W E R &1

T, (AR ) RS RE IR
LFIRFER R R AUE ORISR 2 Sl S FEIIAE EAEAYEAE Pk 007 R
2. RPEEIRSAN, M re AR R, R TG,

A YA

LAHSAF -

O BEE PV EREAFAL

@ BB B ISR EITT W AR

a FINTTABOS RIS SRS LA S AR gt i AR LR 5

b. 20T P AR S AL R A AR SR

@ PEAETCIEAEMTAL BT, MMERIESE, HORIESHEGE R 2T H S TR AR LSRR
58, Bl “AEmdkfr2020-20275 - Tom [ B2 ] ERMER LSS58

2VFRERHIRINTRE, AR SR R G DE o

3HBEAE =T, PR 7RI A T 8.

BT I AR R

BEPAFIL: g v Bl AR i B a5

BRPFI: BSR4,

4R EREH R 22

S (AR ) Eefeihesedi = e
20264E4H



15" “Rivers Awards”

International Composition Competition (2026-2027) Competition Rules & Regulations

L.GENERAL PROVISIONS

The predecessor of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music (SHCM) , the National Conservatory of Music, was founded in 1927. As
China’s first independent institution of higher musical education, the Conservatory will mark its centenary in 2027. In celebration of
this occasion, the Shanghai Conservatory of Music hereby launches “Echoes of a Century — 2026-2027: The 15th ‘Rivers Awards’
International Composition Competition,” calling for orchestral works from composers worldwide.

The competition aims to:

« promote broad musical exchange in China and internationally;

« encourage exploratory composition integrating Chinese and Western instruments; and

« provide a high-level platform for the presentation and promotion of outstanding original works.

ILLORGANIZING BODIES

Organizer: Shanghai Conservatory of Music

Host Department: Composition and Conducting Department, Shanghai Conservatory of Music

Jury: The jury will consist of renowned domestic and international composers, conductors, performers, and scholars.

III.COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS

1. Content Requirements

Submitted works should reflect the spirit of the times and combine intellectual depth, artistic quality, and listenability, featuring
innovative compositional technique and strong expressive impact.

To celebrate the Conservatory’s centenary in 2027 and foster the creation of exemplary new works, each submission must
incorporate pitch material drawn from the following designated works (see table below, scores in Appendix I).

Number Composition Title Composer
Anthem of the National Conservatory of Music .
. N XIAO Youmei
Appendix I-1 (E & RERR) ki
(1927-1929) )
In Memoriam
HUANG Zi
Appendix 1-2 CRIBY =
(1929)
Buffalo Boy's Flute HE Luting
. iy
Appendix -3 (BERES) BREST
(1934)

2. Eligibility and Entry Rules

« No application fee is charged.

« The competition is open to composers of all nationalities and regions.

« Applicants must be under 40 years of age (born on or after January 1, 1986).

« A composer is allowed to enter one (1) work.

3. Work Specifications

(1) The work must be the applicant’s original creation and must not have been published in any form, including performance, awards,
or publication.

(2)The method of using pitch material from the designated works must be explained in the work description on the title page of the
full score.

(3)Duration: 10-15 minutes. The exact duration must be indicated on the title page.

(4)Instrumentation: the work must be written for a double- or triple-woodwind orchestra (concertos permitted). If submitting a
concerto, it must be for one Chinese traditional instrument soloist (dizi i 1, also xiao 7, pipa & &, erhu —#}], guzheng 4%, or
sheng 7; see Appendix II) and orchestra.

(5)Works employing pre-recorded audio or electronic music are not accepted.

Maximum orchestra size:

« Woodwinds: 3.3.3.3 « Brass: 4.3.3.1
« Percussion: Timpani (1 player), standard percussion (4 players)
« Harp (1) « Piano (1) « Strings: 14.12.10.8.6

4. Application Materials (by email)

Before the deadline, submit the following electronic files to the designated email address:
(I)Clearly legible and anonymous PDF score;

(2)Completed application form, signed by the applicant;

(3)A clear ID photo;



Competition Rules & Regulations

(4)Photocopy of a valid ID card or passport (page showing the applicant’s photo and date of birth).

Please send the composition (PDF) plus aforementioned materials to: racc@shcmusic.edu.cn

5. Deadline

All application materials must be emailed by 5:00 p.m., Friday, October 9, 2026.

For inquiries, applicants may contact the Competition Office.

6. Additional Notes

Applicants who do not meet the above requirements will be disqualified. (Members of the Organizing Committee and Jury may not
submit works.) All submitted materials will be properly archived by the organizer and will not be returned.

Contact Address & Email

Address: Room A212, Third Teaching Building, Composition and Conducting Department, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, 20
Fenyang Road, Shanghai City, People’s Republic of China

15" “Rivers Awards” International Composition Competition Office

Email: racc@shcemusic.edu.cn

Rivers Awards website: https://www.riversawards.cn

Postal code: 200031

Contact person: Wang Chen

IV. SELECTION PROCESS

1.To ensure fairness and impartiality, all submissions will be assigned codes and judged anonymously.

2.Schedule:

« October 9th, 2026: Submission deadline

« Before October 18,2026: Round 1 (10 shortlisted works selected)

« During the Shanghai Contemporary Music Festival in November 2026: Round 2 (orchestra reading; 6 finalist works selected)

« September-November 2027: Final round (final concert; six award categories)

3.Awards and commissions:The competition awards: 1 First Prize, 1 Second Prize, 1 Third Prize, 3 Excellence Awards, and 1
Orchestra Award.

(1) Official awards (granted as a commission fee):

« First Prize: USD 12,000.00

« Second Prize: USD 5,000.00

« Third Prize: USD 2,000.00

« Excellence Award: USD 1,000.00

(2) Special award:

« Orchestra Award (granted as a commission fee): USD 1,000.00

This award is granted by a jury consisting of the orchestra’s conductor and musicians.

(All commission fees are tax-inclusive. To maintain the seriousness and authority of the competition, certain prizes may be left vacant
depending on circumstances.)

The Rivers Awards Organizing Committee will sign a commissioning contract with each prizewinner.

V.FINAL CONCERT AND AWARD CEREMONY

1.Finalists must attend the final concert. The organizer will cover travel expenses and accommodation in Shanghai during the
competition period.

2 Results will be decided immediately after the final concert, followed by an on-site award ceremony.

VI.MISCELLANEOUS

1.Rights:

i.Prizewinners retain the copyright to their works.

il.Prizewinners must agree to provide the organizer, free of charge, with the following rights:

a) the right to make non-commercial use of the score and any audio-visual recordings in any form;

b) the organizer holds the premiere right, as well as priority rights for performance and publication.

iii. Whenever an awarded work is performed anywhere, the score cover or concert program must indicate the prize, for example:
“This work won First Prize in the 15" (2026-2027) ‘Rivers Awards’ International Composition Competition.”

2.The Jury’s decision is final and not subject to appeal.

3.The competition includes additional appendices, please refer to the official website or scan the QR code on the back cover to
download.

« Appendix I: Scores of the three designated works

« Appendix II: Introduction and range charts of the designated Chinese instruments

« Appendix III: Application form

4.The right of interpretation of these regulations belongs to the Organizing Committee.

Organizing Committee of the 15" “Rivers Awards” International Composition Competition
April 2026
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Appendix Il

The Rivers Awards International Composition Competition (RACC)

Designated Traditional Chinese Instruments Introduction

Erhu —#B

The erhu from different angles Lu Yiwen [fE#3 demonstrating the erhu
The erhu has two strings, an inner string and an
Er hu o o wi
— outer string, with the bow placed between
#—wﬂs‘de Stnng them. It is almost always tuned to a fifth

[ an ) O

~ o (D4-A4). In erhu notation, the treble clef is

oJ
Inner String

used at concert pitch.

EE

Pipa &

The pipa and artificial finger nails (RH) Shu Yin £%$8 demonstrating the pipa
. Pipa o The pipa’s strings are usually tuned to
{!’“v - A2-D3-E3-A3. When playing the pipa, the
J / performer always wears artificial fingernails.
F.&k_f: In pipa notation, the staff is written at
— O

concert pitch.



Bamboo Flutes (Dizi #5F and Xiao %)

Wang Junkan E&{f demonstrating the diz/ Wang Junkan E£&{7 demonstrating the xiao

FKeyBangDi  GKeyBangDi  AKey Bang Di

B . : y L L "y FKeyXinDi GKeyXinDi  AKeyXinDi
6 — — — Xin Di to . . e
o o o » o é . ) ) . P

: . — — — o7
2 Qu Di o B,KeyQuDi  CKeyQuDi DKeyQuDi

- - - T s 2 Z5

= o g e

The dizi is a traditional Chinese transverse flute, usually made of bamboo. It has six finger holes,
one embouchure hole, and one membrane hole. The membrane has a major effect on the sound the
dizi produces. Among the many types of Chinese flute, the qudi and bangdi are the two principal
types. To meet the demands of different music, professional players usually own a set of dizi in
different sizes and keys, among which the bangdi in G and the qudi in D are the most commonly
used. Dizi notation uses the octave-transposing convention for treble clef, sounding one octave
higher than written.

The xindi, that is, a flute without a membrane hole, has a lower sound. Although it is similar to the
dizi, its tone is heavier and louder. The most typical example is the xindi in G, which has the same
range as the xiao. In xindi notation, the treble clef is used at concert pitch. In practice, the xindi is
sometimes replaced by other instruments of a similar range, such as the dadi Kff.

1 F Key Xiao G Key Xiao
Xiao y - y /g

t@'ﬂb

o [ 4
The xiao is a Chinese end-blown flute. It is usually made of bamboo. More traditional xiao have
six finger holes, no membrane hole, and are relatively small in size. Today, the most commonly

used pitch for the xiao is G. In xiao notation, the treble clef is used at concert pitch.



Guzheng m%

The guzheng pictured from above

Artificial fingernails

He Qiangian f@%f& demonstrating the guzheng

The guzheng (also simply called zheng) originated during the Warring States period. Because it was

initially popular in the Qin region, it came to be known as the “Qinzheng.” Its number of strings has

evolved over time: during the Tang and Song dynasties it had thirteen strings, in the modern period

this increased to sixteen, and today the twenty-one-string model is the most commonly used.

In terms of tuning, traditional guzheng works are mostly arranged according to the pentatonic scale,

giving them a simple and elegant tone color. To give each work its own distinctive character, modern

composers often design artificial tunings for guzheng compositions according to the expressive needs

of the music. This approach breaks beyond the framework of the traditional pentatonic scale, giving

modern guzheng works a unique and varied character.

24 s
i -
9z P——

Traditional tuning



Sheng % (37-reed sheng)

The sheng pictured from the side Hua Yifei #8#27% demonstrating the sheng

The sheng is the world’s earliest free-reed instrument, originating in China more than 3,000 years
ago. The 37-reed sheng is a modernized version developed on the basis of the traditional instrument’s
tone color and form. It consists of 37 bamboo pipes of varying lengths, also called miaoguan, inserted
into a round copper wind chamber. A reed is fitted at the end of each pipe, and sound can be
produced both by blowing and by inhaling, giving it a clear tone, controllable volume, and stable
intonation. Its range is from G3 to G6.

The 37-reed sheng uses both finger holes on the pipes and additional keys, allowing the performer to
control chords flexibly. It has a wide range, covering a complete chromatic scale across three octaves,
and offers strong modulation capabilities. Its notation is generally written in treble clef, sounding at
concert pitch.

i A g
v

37-reed sheng fingering chart

37's discant chromatice sheng (shanghai)

N

o
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Anthem of the National Conservatory of Music

Appendix I-1

B Faia

Words by Y1 Weizhai

N A I

Composed by XIAO Youmei
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OVERTURE ‘' IN MEMORIAM’ oA

. Huang Zi
Adagio non troppo
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* ZAEMAIE T 192943 H13H . It was finished on March, 13, 1929.
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Piti andante quasi pastorale
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Appendix I-3
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Buffalo Boy's Flute
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REGISTRATION FORM

H1 3 /Chinese:
w %

Name

Y 3 /English: W =) B
Passport Size

BAEFEAH A Photograph
*
Date of Birth Age (33mm*49mm)
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Nationality Profession
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Place of Work/School

Hihil-/Address:
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Communication
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Fg, i /E-mail:
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Title of
the Work
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Instrumentation Duration

BIVE4EASy /Y ear of Composition
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Check the following items ] O 2z H O 3 Gl O 4 A ]
associated with the “Competition Yes Yes Yes Yes

Requirements, no.4” on the
registration regulation
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I agree to abide by the Regulation of this Competition.
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